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Contemptor Divim Mezentius . 





VIRG. 
BS Woes *») T the laft Meeting of the Club, of which I 
D7 OIF 4 SS 4 muft confider myfelf an unworthy Mem- 


AW mig ber, as I have not of late attended them 
ae \hegéee, With proper Punctuality, my Friend Cap- 
, Frys tain Gulliver, whom I formerly introduced 
(Awd We, to the Acquaintance of my Readers, pro- 
VIS RGIS duced a Paper which, he faid, he had 
brought with him from Cairo, amongtt feveral other Manutcripts 
of the fame Nature. After perufing it, I judged it would make 
no improper Entertainment for my Readers, and I therefore 
have ordered it a Place in this Day’s Paper, 

In the Days when the Empire of Bagdad fpread Terror round 
the Nations, and their conquering Arms added a conftant Ac- 
ceffion of Honour and Wealth to the Califfs, Aboulcafem, a 
Youth of extenfive Parts and boundlefsAmbition had the Addrefs 
to raife himfelf to the firft Honours of the State, and in Procefs 
of Time, he arrived to the Dignity of Vizier. In this Office 
his Conduct was fuch as might be expected from a Perfon 
of his exalted Parts. His Renown for Genius and a bright Un- 
derftanding diftinguifhed him above the Reft of the Minifters. 


AMIDST 
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Aminst the Effulgence of his Glory Aboulcafem was hurried 
away bythe Violence of his Paffions, which were rapid as the 
Cataraéts of the Ni/c, and violent as the Whirlwinds in the 
Defart. His Soul was apt to kindle into a Blaze at the Sight 
of Beauty, and in the Height of his national Bufinefs he wou!d 
frequently fport away his Hours in wanton Dalliance with 
a Circafian Beauty, with whom he would often betake himfelf 
to the Baths, and there in amorous Diffipation write Letters 
upon Bufinefs of the utmeft Confequence to his Country, and 
difpatch them to his Agents, whom he had fent to other neigh- 
beuring Courts. At length he was fufpected to favour the 
Caufe of the banifh’d Prince Abdallah, who was then wandering 
about the Defarts of 4radia ; and though no convincing Proofs 
could be alleged againft him, yet not being able to vindicate 

himfelf from the Imputation, he was obliged to fly his Country. 
— ABOULCASE Mimmediately betook himfelf to the Prince 
Abdallah, and finding his Caufe totally ruined, without any Poffibi- 
lity of re-inftating him, he then exerted all his Induftry to obtain 
Leave to return home. As Things of this Nature cannot be 
compafied in a fl:ort Time, in order to hinder his Mind in the 
mean Time {rom falling a Prey to Melancholy, and all the Hor- 
rors of difappointed Ambition, he applied himfelf to the La- 
bours of the wife Men in order to relieve his Mind. Here 
he penned his Thoughts upon Exile, and many other im- 
portant Points of fpeculative Morality. He lived like an Her- 
mit in the Defarts of Arabia, and there, illuftrioufly hid, he 
carried on his Refearches into the Study of Nature, Hiftory, 
and all Branches of human Learning which could adorn and 
enrifh fo accomplifhed a Mind. 

Tuus furnifhed with a'l mental Embellifhments, Adculcafem 
was in Time permitted to return, but he was not reftored to 
his Honours. As Ambition is ever unrelenting, he was no 
fooner fixed in his own Abode, than he inftantly became an im- 
placable Enemy to the Vizier, who had confented to recall him. 
He drew from the Stores of Knowledge, which he had for- 
merly treafured up, fome of the fevereft Reflections, which 
could be made upon the Minifter’s Adminiftrations, and this 
in fuch a powerful Strain of nervous Eloquence, that he may 
very juftly be faid to have had a great Share in ‘his Downfall. 
Aboulcafem was {o happy as to have accomplifh’d this Bufinefs, 
which was for a long Time the grand Object of his Intentions, 
but it was no fooner done, than he perceived himfelf as diftant as 
ever from re-gaining his Prince’s Ear. He therefore betook 
himfelf to his Country-Houfe at a {mall Diftance from Bagdad, 
where he employed himfelf in reading all the Moralifts of 
Arabia, and in fhort all the fine Eaftern Writers, In this Re- 
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cefs he cultivated an Acquaintance with two of the firft Geniufes 
of his Time, Selim and Mirza, the former an eminent Poet, and 
the latter a diftinguifh’d Writer of Profe. Thefe two undertook 
the Defence of Aboulcafem’s Charaéter, and {pared no Pains to 
blazon his Fame to the World. | 

Mean Time Aboulcafem purfued his Refearches into all Bran- 
ches of human Wifdom ; the civil Polity of States was to him 
a Storehoute, which difclofed a conftant Fund of Supply; he 
then turned his Eye inwards upon the Texture and Make of his 
own Mind; he ufedto fay, that the Mind wasa concealed Re- 
pofitory of Riches, and that it behoved every Man to find out the 
Secrets of it; this accordingly he did ; but he did not enjoy the 
fecret felfifh Gratification of many, who when in Poffeffiion 
of a Treafure will never Jet it be feen by human Eyes; on the 
contrary, he was glad to have every Opportunity of difplaying 
himfelf, and this rather to a Degree of Oftentation; from this 
Branch of Study Aboulcafem proceeded to examine into Matters 
of Religion, the various Syftems of the eaftern Sages were all 
to him perteétly well known; he laughed: at the Koran; the 
Syftem of Morality which Confucius taught, Aboulcafem held in 
Contempt ; Mahomet’s Paradife was to him a mere Chimera, 
and he declaimed with a pompous Flow of founding Eloquence 
again{t.all thefe various Opinions , the Bramins were always the 
Object of his’ fevereft Contempt; in the Diétates of natural 
Religion, he would fay, we have no Occafion for fuch Guides, 


and in the Explanation of eftablifhed Forms they are highly - 


dangerous ; he was an Enemy to all Forms of Worthip offered in 
the Temple of the Prophet; he endeavoured to fubvert the 
Principles upon which this Worfhip was founded, and to intro- 
duce a new Form of thinking of his own. Since Meulcafex 
could have no Share in the Direction of State Affairs, he was 
determined to foar above fublunary Things, and to ‘have the 
Lead in Matters of higher Importance. 
tical in his Affertions, and-he' carried his Extravagance fo far, as 
to advance, that there was no Difference between the human Spc- 
cies and Brutes, and that it was highly probable that Dogs and 
the reft of the animal Creation were endued with Souls as wel! 
as Mankind, and in the general he afferted that al! Souls were 
material. , 

In the Midft of thefe Difquifitions, Adculcafem was fitting one 
Night in his Study, his Lamp burning before him, when of a 
fudden, Thunders rolled deep and awful over his Head; the 
Mountains were fhaken and they groaned ; keen. Lightenings 
flafhed athwart the Hemitphere ; the third Heaven was opened 
and a Flood of Radiance defcended upon the Earth The So- 
lemnity of the Scene appalled the Heart of Aboulcafem ; Trem- 
bling feized his Limbs; he fell proftrate and adored the Mefien- 
ger from God, who now ftood before him, and fpoke in Accents, 


which 


Fe was highly dogma- 
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which chilled the Blood within him, and made him fiand con- 


vinced ef his vain Philofophy. 

ABOULC ASEM, faid he, receive my Sayings with an Ear 
“< of Attention. Knew then that the Eye of him, who is in 
« the third Heavea hath beheld thee ; he hath viewed thy Ways 
‘< with Compaffion, and he hath made this Vifion a Vehicle of 
‘¢ Inftruction unto thy Soul, which is at prefent loft and be- 
<¢ wildered in a Maze of idle and foolifh Philofophy; for thy 
¢ Philofuphy i is not calculated to advance true Knowledge, Vir- 
** tue, and Wiidom, but it has its Source in Oftentation. Of- 
‘*¢ tentation and vain Glory have induced thee to difplay thy 
‘¢ imagined Superiority of Parts, which pretends to pervade all 
‘¢ Syftems of Religion, and thy Heart’s Conceit will approve 
‘© of none. Thy Studies are ill direéted, and their Drift is 
‘* only to alienate tie Minds of Men from any fettled Form 
** of Worfhip, which you are in the Wrong to difturb, as 
** your own Infufficience cannot fubftitute a better than what 
‘“* is defigned to keep Society in a due Senfe of Refignation to 
‘* a fupreme Being, and to preferve the Bands of civil Com- 
“« pact religioufly unbroken, Caft but thine Eye upon yonder 
** Vale; behold what is there tranfaéted. There thou may’tt 
** fee Men divefted of all Forms of Worfhip, and rendered 
‘* perfectly conformable to thy vain Notions of Religion, There 
“* thou may’ft fee what is the State of Man ungoverned by 
‘“* fettled Forms of Devotion; they have fhaken off all Regard 
‘* co the Prophet, and behold them immerfed in all Manner 
“* of vicious Practices. Uncontrouled they knock out each other’s 
“< Brains, they make War to gratify. their Ambition; freely 
‘* without Reflraint they profcribe whom they. pleafe; the 
‘* Bonds of Society are broken, and the Contempt of divine 
*¢ Laws has introduced a Contempt for all human Inititutions. 
‘‘ To promote this Scene of Contufion are thy Writings cal- 
*¢ culated, but know, and dread the Truth I am now to utter; 
*¢ that it will better behove thee to pay Submiffion to the efta- 
‘¢ blifhed Forms of Worfhip of thy Country than to difturb the 
‘© Peace of the faithful, and thereby fill their Minds with 
** Doubt, with Jealoufy, Miitruft, Sufpicion, and all the Hor- 
“rors of an overweening Imagination.” 

Ar thefe Words the Radiance, which fpoke, withdrew from 
his Eyes and left Abeulcafem in the utmoft Confternation ; the Im- 
prefffon was, however, very icon effaced, for notwithftanding this 
Admonition, he perfevered in his ill Defigns , but the Thread of 
his Days was cut fhort before he could vent them abroad in- 
to the World. However his Intentions were not totally fruftrated, 
for the Hand of Death had nu fooner fmote him, than his Com- 
pofitions fell into the Hands of Namabran, another ealtern Writer, 
who fold them for acertain Number of Sequins of Gold, and by 
thofe Means the Writings of doulcafem came into every Body’s 
Hiands, and fpread cher baneful Influence on the Minds of all 
the Inhabitants of Bagdad. - : # 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, June 5. 


Since my laft I received the following Letter from the Gentélman with 
whom I have had a fmall literary Difpute. 


Dear CHARLES, 


T Was refolved to try your Temper, and fince I find you have both Bot- 
tom and Spirit, | fhake hands with you, and am your Friend again. 
Your Paragraph about P. F. in your laft, was an Hit; it was fmart, witty 
and tothe Purpofe, nay, fo much to the purpofe, that I have kept it from 
my Wife—fhould you like to laugh with the Author of the Epigram and 
the Letters figned P. F., fay but the Word in your next Journal and } 
will meet you at your own Time and Place, to laugh away Animofities, 
cak a Joke, fgueeze a Lemon, damn the ‘Fews, and fettle the Affairs of the 
Nation; I perhaps may thew you fomethjng that will make no bad Figure 
in the Greys Jun; but ftill I bar Alterations. 
Tam yours, Ge. P. F. 
My Correfpondent at the fame Time fent me an Epigram occafioned by 
my Anfwer to him laft Saturday, in which I muft own, he has pleafantly 
and wittily turned the Tables againft me. For Reafons beft known to 
myfelf, the Reader’ muft not expeét to perufe it in this Paper, though I am 
convinced it would afford him no fmall Pleafure. With regard to my 
Friend’s Invitation, I muft profefs myfelf to be at his Command whenever 
he will pleafe to fignify it by a Line. Iwill then explain myfelf more 
fully to him concerning the Alteration. which has occationed our Corref- 
pondence, and the Grays Jun ‘fournal fhall ‘be open for any Thing of his 
- Produdtion, as I am convinced from our fhort Intercourfe, that his livel 


Turn of Wit cannot fail to furnifh out a proper Repaft for intelligent 
Minds. 


Fune the 8th. 

The following Verfes were fent to me this Week, and as they are faid 
to be written by a Lad of fifteen Years of Age, in order to encourage grow- 
ing Merit, the youthful Author fhall have the Pleafure of feeing his Perfor- 
mance this Day in the Grays-Inn Fournal. Lord! How his Schoolfellows 
will adore him? How his Heart will throb to find himfelf fo foon in print. 


Part of the firft Satire of the firft Book of Horace, /oofely 
imitated. 
Ontent alone, Sir, ’tis confeft 
Can make a Man compleatly bleft, 

And yet fo little on’t we fee, 
{I muft, egad, confefs it t’ye) 
All Stations, faith, I think have loft it, 
From noble Lord to humble Poet ; 
All, every one laments his Fate, 
From fimple Ruftic’s empty Pate 
To noble Judge’s Head renown’d, 
With Periwig prodigious crown’d. 

The Soldier brave in Battle hot 
Praifes the Merchant’s happy Lot, 
While here and there he fhows a Scar, 
And damns the curfed Fate of War. 

The Merchant too, with rueful Face, 
Laments his poor unhappy Cafe ; 
So many Ships all homeward bound, 
With many, many thoufand Pound, 


I’ve 
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I’ve loft ther all, alas! he’ cries, 

And with his Hands up to the Skies, 
Curfes the Time he e’er was made, 
_ The unhappy: Loughing-Stock of Trade. 

But here I ceafe to make more pother, 

About comparing this and t’other, 
Pll tell my Thoughts, howe’er as freely 
As poflibly I-can-unto ye; 

Suppofe, by Chance, or as you will, 
Man might of Pleafure have his Swill, 
Or rove aboutin any Station, 

Jutt as might fuit his Eclaniies, 

That is to. fay, confult his Eafe, 

And live juft as himfelf might pleafe, 
A Merchant if he lik’d, a Soldier, 

Or if it be his Whim, a Lawyer; 

Or if he would be ftill more grave, 
A Doégior’s Station he might have: 
An even Wager I would lay, 

He’d be for changing in a Day, 

Or rather (for I wou’d not loofe) 
He wou’d not know what State fo choofes 

Now Fupiter would ferve him fair, 

If never more he’d hear his Pray’r ; 
Men fhould confider, I proteft, 

That Fupiter himfelf knows beft; 

For if this Station, or that t’other 
Wou’'d fuit me better than another, 
Why furely ye can make no Doubt, 

Tt will be mine for all your Rout ; 
Then think your prefent State the beft, 
And turn to Horace for the reft. 


Your humble Servant, 
~ : ) .. oy Adalefeens ZEt. 15. 





Haymarket 5th of “fune. : 


Laft. Night the new Englifh Opera of Eliza was fupprefled by an Or- 
der from fuperior Power; by which Means many’ Perfons of Tafte were 
deprived of a very elegant Entertainment, as it was univerfally acknow- 
ledged that this mufical Performance has: very ‘extraordinary Merit, being 
a fenfible Compofition,, calculated to convey the livelieft Ideas to the Fan- 
cy, and to awaken the Paflions of every feeling Heart. It'is faid, that 
inftigated by this Difappointment, Mr. Arne will apply to P t for 
a Bill to unnaturalize him, that he may then have the Privileges of an En- 
gii/hman, as well as any Foreigner of them all. 








Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
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former Numbers. 








